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ADVERTISEMENT 


BY THE 


BOOKSELLER. 


Think it proper to acquaint the 
Warld, on the publiſhing this pri- 
vate Letter, (F it be one) that it 
came to my hands in a Parcel of Books 
and Papers I purchaſed, belonging to a 
Gentleman lately deceaſed. Whether it 
was the Perſon's own Writing, or- only 
Communicated to him, I cannot ſay. I 
had the Curioſity to look it over, to ſee 
what it contained; and meeting with ſames 
thing in it I did not underſtand, I thought 
it might be of ſome Value. For which 

| reaſon i communicated it to a - giv Gen - 
| . 


tleman, . 


| ( iv ) 
tleman, ls, for my ſafety, 1 aur on 
fſuch Occaſions ; ; who was Peer to return 
1¹ wut this Anſwer. . 


Þ « THE anonymous Land hw fent 
' &* ne, I have read with a great deal of 
e pleaſure. And though ] cannot fay T > 
* approve of every thing in it; yet 
* ſuch an Air of honeſt Sincerity runs 
through the Whole, and the Good in it 
2 fo vaſtly tranſcends the Bad, that it is 
e my Opinion, you will not only run no 
te risk in giving it to the Publick, but 
e will, in ſome degree, deſerve its thanks, - 
575 for omg wo 


70 1 | Should Py come out to 

be a real Letter, and writ by, or addreſs'd 
£0 any one yet living, I hope that will 
not be thought my cancern. T think my 
Purchaſe has given me a legal Intereſt 7p 
it, * who will have a N __ 


Dec. 10. . 55 
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IE impertinent Deſire I have, 


with all my Thoughts, and 


Hands. . . . I had prepared a ſerious Apology 
for it, but I tore it in pieces as ſoon as I 
had penn d it. If when you have read it, 
it will not apologize for it ſelf, I am ſure 


all that I could ſay in excuſe for my Free- 
dom, would but have ſerved to increaſe 


my Offence. If you have been pleas d to 


* 


Oddob. 24. 1713. 
5 that you ſhould be acquainted 


all my Ways, has obliged mo 
do put this Paper into your 


Tor 


obſerve the paſſionate Inclination; - which; 


| ever ſince I have had the Honour of being 
known to you, I have had, to recommend 


my ſelf to your Eftecm, it would not ſeem 


188 e That, after ſo long an abſence, 2p 


en 2 „ 


1 kd I could not communicate to you 


- ſhould have more to ſay to you, than it 
Would be poſſible for you to find time to 5 


Bear; nor would it ſeem unnatural, . thai 


word of Mouth, I ſhould take this round- 
about, tho, in Fact, the ſhorteſt way of 


Letter, to acquaint you with. You may 


perhaps find your Goodneſs towards me 


abus d, in being troubled with my imper- | 
tinence; but you have this to comfort 
yourſelf withal, that mine is not the firſt 
Inſtance where ſo good a Cauſe has been 


accompanied with ſo ill an Effect; and 


that it is the ordinary misfortune of great 


humanity to have its Favours abuſed by the 
Objects of it. My abuſe, however, SIR, 
of yours in this Caſe, is not ſo great, but 


my Veneration and Affection for you, are 
ten times greater. And tho I may be 


5 liable, in genexal, to be cenſured for the 5 
; freedom I have taken with you, - in ad- 


dreſſing 1 at all on this occalion, Iam 
ſute 


| 0» oy 
. ſure have taken the propereſt time to 
trouble you with it, and therein comply'd 
with Horace's Rule; Saturday Night in 
Term-time, being as proper 'an occaſion 
to communicate an Addreſs of this Nature, | 
to BOD, SIR, as 


| S validus, fe Letus ert — 


Was a Ki to 95 8 to, in 
aint the ſame to AUGUSTUS. * 


| SIR, I 3 it became me, to take 
off ſomewhat of the Surprize of this Let- 
ter, by a ſhort Introduction, and to pre- 
pare you a little for what follows: Which 
having done, I ſhall leave my ſelf to your 
mercy, and hope you will indeed be mer- 
eiful to fo well-mcaning a Sinner, do 


II is now, Sin, ſome time ſince, when 
from /iving by rote, I firſt rurn'd my 
Thoughts to the Conſideration of WHAT it 
Was 70 Live, or to have a BEING. I had 
. attended to it long, before I diſcover- 
B 2 | hk 


: 1 4 : 
of it to be a Reflection of the cate 
Pleaſure, and what might be turn'd to the 


greateſt Importance. And as I had a little 
before convinced my ſelf of the Neceſlity 
of purſuing the Enquiry of the Nature of 
but one Thing at once, where the Matter . 
was either difficult, or of great uſe to be 
perfect maſter of it, I from that moment 
being ſo poſſeſsd with the Advantage of 
| a Succeſs in this, reſolyvd to lay by the 
Study of the Law, till I had in ſome 
meaſure ſatisfied my ſelf in it. But I had 
not apply'd my (elf long to the Enquiry, 
before I found it very neceſſary, in order 
to ſucceed at all in it, to revive the No- 
x tions of ſome Things which I formerly 
= had conſidered, and to gain clearer No- 
| tions of others, of which I had yet but 
obſcure Conceptions. I took occaſion, 
therefore in the laſt Lent Vacation to read 
over Mr. Locke's Book of Humane Under- | 
ſtanding. This I thought a proper Book to 
furniſh me with Foundation Materials for 
my future intended Superſtructure. And in 
order to purſue my Deſign with leſs inter- 
ruption, and to be more out of the way 
oh 1 * nn of the Buſineſs I was 
enz 


CBI 555 

engaged in, I withdrew my ſelf out of 
the confuſion and hurry of the INE in- | 
| to a THERE nat itt 


1 found it very eedfonabie and eder 
to begin with a Survey, and Conſideration 
of my mental or thinking Powers, ſince 
it was by the help of rheſe that I was in- 

formed that Iwas. This took me np that, 
and that ſmall part of the following, Va- 
cation, which paſt between the laſt S/#tzmgs / 
of Eafter, and the beginning of Trinity 
Term. The intermediate Eaſter- Term 1 
ſpent in Town, both on account of re- 
freſhing my Mind, now wearicd with a 


3 fix Weeks unwonted Retirement, and of 


| keeping up my Acquaintance, at leaſt, with 
the Profeſſion in which J was engaged; by 
attending as uſual on the Courts of Judi- 
Feature. Trinity Term being over, I with- 
drew as before into my Solitude, which 
was not more acceptable to me on account 4; 
of the great Leiſure I had to proſecute 
my Deſien, than on account of the par: 
ticular ſuiting of my Genius, with Retire- 
ment and the Country. Where, how- 
Fycr fatigued with application, I never want 
by | | Com: 


3 


| C9) 

Company, to divert me, tho' alone, if in 
" view of a fine Proſpect. And conſidering 
how neceſſary it is to have ſome interme- 
_ diate refreſhment between repeated Ap- 
. Plications of Mind, and being willing to 
have as little interruption as poſlible in 
my Meditations, I choſe a Place to retire 

to, every way ſuited to my Inclination: By 
| the means of which my ſolitary Abode be: 
came not only werorable, but word ac: 
ceptable to me. 


0 L had, by this time, met with fome Suc- 

ceſs in my Enquiry, and found my Mind 
began to open it ſelf, and to aſpire at 
larger Views and Comprehenſions of Things 
than it had hitherto been wont to have. And 
began to be of Opinion, That an im- 
ee partial and-thorough Enquiry, into my 
ſelß, under the following Heads of What 
« Ih How I came to be? and to 
% what End I was what Iam?” (and with- 
cut a particular Satis faction on .cach of 
theſe Heads, I found it would be in vain 
for me to hope to be the better for my 


| £nquiry) was not ſo: caſily, nor ſo ſoon to 


be brought to à Concluſion, 


(7) 


AS 1 was aback to enter on W Cond 
deration of the firſt of theſe, I found it 
would be a very unprofitable Application, 
to conſider, © What Iwas,” without the ha- 
ving a pretty good general Knowledge of 
C What there was beſides me.” And much 
leſs of the ſecond; © How came to be?“ 
without looking a little intg, and intending 
Exiſtence in general. For without That, one 

would have but a very imperfect and inade- 
quate Notion of the MaIESTx of any great 
Fountain and Origin of all things, nor any 
juſt Conception of the Inconſiderableneſs 
and Minuteneſs of .ourſebues, and what be- : 
longs to us; ſuch a Nothingneſs, if compa- 
red with what is contain d in infinite Space, 
or with What the TO DAN is Compoſed of. 


Fr 50 no nfo” to \ hank — any Advan- | 
tage I had in that part of the courſe of my E- 
ducation, wherein I was engaged in the 
reading of Philo ſe phy. Having been tranſla- 
ted pretty carly, at fourteen, from the 
Grammar School, and a Syſtem of Phi loſo- 
phy put into my hands; the Inconſide. 
 rateneſs and Inadyertency of thoſe Years, 


toge- 


65 3 


together with the Inability, and Diſinclins : 
tion of my Tutor to matters of Philoſophy z 
' - he being one who would have been ten 


times better pleas'd to have diſcoverd in Ci. 


CERO the uſe of a Latin Word, in a Senſe 
he never obſerv d before, than to have been 


a Cag5IN1, or a HUYGENS, to have obſery'd 
any new, or various Phaſis of a Planet, or 
any new, Satelles attending any of thoſe il- 


luſtrious Orbs ; I fay, the Tnattention and 


Inconſiderateneſs incident to that, and the 


three or four immediately ſucceeding Years, 
join'd to the being under the Care and In- 


fruion of ſuch a Tutor, who had noother 


Skill in Philoſophy, but a few ſenſeleſs Dil. 
tinctions, which Burgerſdicins and Heere- | 
bord, and other ſuch famous and renowned 
Authors afforded him, might very well ex- 
cuſe a Pupil from the Expectation of ma- 


king much Proficiency in Philoſophy under 


him. I paſt through, however, a Courſe 
of Philoſophy, ſuch as it was, and was as 
wiſe at the end of it, as before I centred on 
it. But I made one Reflection in this time 


of Darkneſs, which hath continued with 


me, and which I find to be well-grounded 


in den of the Unger Feljor 


at 


* * 
5 5 
2 0 
7 
3 


| « 9 ) ET. 
* preſent. And That was, that the Diſ- 
quiſition after the efficient Cauſes of the dif- 


ferent Phenomena of Nature, wherein con- 


fiſts what is called Phy/icks, or natural Phi- 
loſophy, was ſome what impertinent; be- 
ing a Diſquiſition after a Knowledge, for 


= the Attainment of which, we were not en- 


3 dowed with Faculties, that were by any 
means adequate to it. And that the Philo- 
ſophers (to ſpeak very vulgarly) had taken 
the Sow by the wrong Ear, when they 
would raiſe the Dignity of their Nature, and 
render it more excellent, by any Know- 

ledge that could ariſe (if there could be 
any certain) from the Contemplation of the 
immediate efficient and material Cauſes of 
the various Phænomena of Nature in any of 
the four Elements. Since the utmoſt they 
could hope to arrive at in this Conſidera- 
tion, as of the Cauſe of Thunder, Snow, 
Difference of Metals, various Winds, c. 
Z was only imperfect Gueſſes; which, how 
| probable ſo ever they appeared, were ſtil 
liable to be oyerturn'd, and rendred trifling 
| by the Equiyocalneſs of Effects, with reſpect 
to their Cauſes: And to aim at no higher 
Attainment, by the uſe of our Faculties, or 
„ to 


ut 10 1 1 
to ſatisfy one's (elf with this, Ithought was 1 
-unmanly, and abſurd. Neither could it tend 
to procure a higher Conception of the Ori- 
gin of all Things: Since the Excellency of 
the Effect included and expreſſed any Ex- 
cellency of its immediate Cauſe; and the 
Excellency of Things around us, was to be 
judg d by their outward Beauty, and Uſeful- 
neſs, and not by any unknown Texture of 
Parts, or hidden Machinery, whereby they 

are what they appear: For what was 
comprehended under their ſeveral Appea- 
rances, may be as well ſuppoſed to the Ad-. 

vantage and Honour of the great Cauſe of 

them, as if exactly known and pry'd . 
were it eee for us to do it. 211 
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I chonghe 3 at am Aill of a con- 
firm d Opinion, that the applying Effects 
to Cauſes, ſuch as are obvious in Water- 
mills, and Windmills, and in other more 
modern Diſcoveries, and Applications, were 
of great uſe and advantage to Mankind: But 
to ſearch after Cauſes for Effects, was one 
of the moſt impertinent Uſes a Man could 
put the Powers of his Underſtanding to. 
. War are We, or what the Acuteneſs of 
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1 Spark of üg ne that we ſhould 


pretend to diſcover the Means, whereby the , 


great FIRST CAusz of all Things, either 
firſt form d, or immediately produces and 


rade the Order of Exiſtence?. 


F 0 R theſe foreign and Wa woos ger 
fons (as I may call the Inability of my Tu- 
tor, and Indifference of my own Mind), 1 
preſervd to the end of my Courſe of Phi- 


loſophy and afterwards, my catechetical 


Notions of a Heaven above the Stars, and 
of the AlMichrr's being immediately, 
and ſolely taken up with the Obſervation 
of our World; that the Stars were made 


on purpoſe to twinkle on us by Night, and 


the Sun to ſhine only on us by Day; and that 


they might all be plac d at about an hun- 


dred Miles diſtance over our Heads; for I 


had the Faith to believe Jacos's Ladder 


reach d at leaſt ſo ee 


. REFORE, Six, as 1 eame Hes 


a Point, wherein I deſign” d to conſider. of 


Exiſtence, and as my Thoughts Were natu- 
rally to reflect, firſt, on Capacity, it may caſily 


be imagin'd how ſurprizing it muſt aber 
W623 | 4 8 - - | ro 


2 . 
a — —— ro up —_—_ 
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to me, when on Enquiry, I and inſtead 


of my Space of a hundred Miles high, Ex- 
panſion was infinite, and inſtead of our 


Earth's being the only unſettled and tempo- 
rary Part of Exiſtence, there may be as cer- 


' tainly an infinite number of ſuch Orbs (if 


Infinity can be ſaid to contain Infinity) as 
we are certain there are ſ ſuch in our 


Solar Syſtem; and which may all have as 
regular Motions around their reſpective 


Suns, as each of theſe have atound ours. 


For this reaſon, I was naturally led to turn 
over two or three een er of Aſtronomy, 

in order to enlarge my 

and thereby to make that conſiderable Step, ; 


which the knowing theſe Things is, to the 


better and more worthy Conception of the 
i liter Cavst of my own, and all other 
f Beings Exiſtence. And here my Unskil. 
fulneſs in the Mathematicks (which, by an 


Unhappineſs in my Education, I never had 
any Taſte of) was of uſe to. me, in that I 


made ſuch more conſiderable! Advances in 
my Progreſs, by my paſſing over the demon 


ſtrative Proofs of what was-advanc'd by the 
Mathematician, as I ſhould have been re- 


tarded, had 1 been able x to have conſider d 
£5 | the 


enn. wes $84 " 1 1 1 
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6 | the Demonſtrations UT TE of evefy 

3 thing chat I found advanced, in relation to 

. 7} theDiſtance, the Diameter, Denſity, Figure, 

and Motion of the Planets or Stars. And 

to my Knowledge thereon be only hiſtori- 

* 7 cal, not ſcientifical; yet I imagine I hae =_ 

3 noe'raſon to think myſelf impoſed on, in | 

I the probable, and to a degree certain * | 

counts, Mathematicians give of their great 

and curious Diſcoveries in Nature; Since 
the greateſt Mathematicians of all Countrios 
aſſert it, and who from the Nature of the 
Thing, cannot be thought to have any De- 

ſign to impoſe on us. Beſides, as to Infi- 

7 nity of Expanſion or Immenſity, there wants - 

3 only a free Reflection of one's own Mind, 

= | without pinning one's Faith intirely on theſe 

Gentlemen's Sleeves, to be aſſured that it is 

_ as certain, as that two and two make four. 

As likewiſe as to an eternal Succeſſion in 

: Things {ome where or other, of ſome Be- 
ing or other. Which two Thoughts well 

purſued, will give that Man very different 
Views concerning himſelf, from what he 
had whilſt his Thoughts dwelt in their pri- 

mitive Confinement, within + this little 

World. ad he nee 
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| * whoever he is,” or, © whatever he be; 


am, and to give me a Conſciouſneſs of my 


in that Point of Duration and Immenſity- | 
that it pleaſed him I ſhould appear in and 


| poſſeſs, of his own meer good pa 
without my Knowledge or Conſent. ? 


I 


I thought myſelf obliged'to take a gene- 
ral View of my three abovemention d Par- 
Ticulars of Enquiry, before I proceeded on 
the more ſerious Conſideration of any of 
them. I have hinted hat a general Re- 
flection on the two firſt has occaſion d, and 
the third, © the End for which I was put in- 
4 to Being, diſcloſes itſelf more and more, 
as I look into Exiſtence in general, and 


er of the great Cauſe of its original Eſta- 
bliſhment, and harmonious Order, in 
which ſo much of it as We know, is pla- 


\ 


Pols: 


5 BV this means 1 came to 1 
ferent Notions of that great FIRST CAusx, 


to whom I am indebted for my Exiſtence, 
and who was pleaſed to make me what. 1 


own Being, and a Knowledge. of himſelf,” | 


conſider the Greatneſs of the arbitrary Po w- 


ced, and conſequently have reaſon to ſup- 


7 


— - 


(x5) 

al the reſt to be in. No doubt, we are 
zohat before we were, that Great HE was 
pleaſed we ſhould be; and we ſhall be what 
3 he ſhall mediately or immediately think 
7 fit: to; make us. And 1 think we may 
very well be contented; ſince, as he never 
z sxed us our leave, Whether we would 
be or no?” So neither will he ask our 
advice, What the Conſęquence of our 
t preſent Exiſtence will be to us for _ i 
« < futnxe?.. | 
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"BUT as to the real Exiſtence of ſuch 
never - not- exiſting FIRST Causz, ſince ſo 
much depends on it (for otherwiſe all 

= things muſt have been Eternal, or have 
ſprung out of nothing) L beg leave to 7 58 
the AS. Thought. 


9 « IF there be any certainty in our A 


We Knowledge of the Being of things with- 
« out us, of the beautiful and harmonious 
f „ Order wherein Exiſtence in general is 
E placed, or particularly in our Notions Ml 
=> 40 of the Splendor, Variety, Vaſtneſs of i 
« Number, Greatneſs, e. of thoſe illuſ⸗ 1 8 
Et trious N which we ſee in a clear 
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| _ * ceive abounding with as glorious Pro- 
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of an Immenſity all around us, the re- 
moteſt Corners of which we may con- 


ductions as that part of it, within the 
reach of our Underſtanding, is acknow- 
ledged to be inhabited with: If, I ay, 


| * there may be allowed any Certainty in 


our Conceptions of theſe Matters, and 
theſe things do actually correſpond in 
nature to the Ideas we have of them,— 
That Perſon, who determines againſt 

their deriving their Origin, their Order, 
their Beauty, their Splendor, their Va- 


riety, their Motion from one GREAT 


Cavs, whoſe eſſential Property, and 
* whoſe only it is 70 Exiſt, without ha- 


ving enquired into, and examined, as 
much as is poſſible for him, by the help 


ol his Faculties to do, what can be known 
of them; ſucha one, I ſay, who, without 


having done this, ſhall determine againſt 


* the Exiſtence and Cauſality of a FirsT 
Cask that gave Birth and Being to all 
- Things, makes a precipitate Judgment, | 
without having weighed the neceſſary 
Premiſes, by means of which he was to 
40 | 


form it. 


AND 


(mn) 


2 


40 « AND D bai ke de che bell uſe b of 


his Faculties he could, in a Diſquiſition 


into the Nature of every part, remote or 
near, of Exiſtence, that could come with- 


in the reach of his Faculties, and had 


made the greateſt Impreſſions into the 
Knowledge of their Nature, and of the 
means whereby they are brought about, 
he would not be yet entitled with any 


colour of reaſon to draw any ſatisfacto- 


ry Concluſion againſt the Exiſtence of 
one ſupreme Fountain and Cauſe of 


Exiſtence of all other Beings. For what - 


ever may be his Sentiments, and in Wwhat- 
< ever. manner he may think fit to reaſon 


concerning the Cauſality of what he 


ſees and knows, either of their bare Ex- 
iſtence, or Order, there muſt remain ſtill 
a poſſibility of their being otherways 
* produc'd ; there being multitudes of like 
Effects which may be produced by dif- 
* ferent Cauſes. And till he ſhall demon- 


ſtrate the appearance of Nature cannot 
be owing to any other than to that 


Ens out which. he as 4 ſhall 
| D #5; . an ee n | 
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4 preſume with reaſon that it owes its 
ce Orngin to a Firſt Principle, 


«BUT further, W * | 
& right to determine againſt the Exiſtence 
de of a firſt Cauſe or Principle, That muſt 
«© beknown that is impoſſible to be known, 
That there is not actually exiſting in the 2 
ee infinite Continens ſome more power 
« ful and nobler Being than any of thoſe, 
* of whoſe Exiſtence he is certain, whom 
„ if he knew, he himſelf would acknow- 

** ledge equal to ſo great and ſo ſtupendous 
« Work. For who can ſay what is lodg- 
« ed in the great Abyſs of Space, or which 
6 way, is our glance of Intelligence capable 
« of precluding with any colour of ground, 
te a firſt Principle - from his _— to Mw 


5 


ce tion! LE. FLEE, 


ee chr 'as we our ſelves gave not to 
(e ourſelves our Exiſtence, but were cauſed, 
e we have reaſon to ſuppoſe all other 
e parts of Exiſtence, (except one indibi. 
ded exiſting Eſſence,) has been fo too. 23 
There appearing: a perfect Independency } 
* en them Wy as to the n . | 


} 
3 
| 


0 
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« ing or communicating Exiſtence to one 
et another; and conſequently may be ſup- 


« poſed that they all owe their Origin to 
« one common univerſal Cauſe. It is im- 
« poſſible to diſpute or conteſt the poſſi... 
bility of this, with any ſuperior reaſon, 


2 


„ by any one who has not an adequate 


© Knowledge of infinite Capacity, and of 


: < thoſe innumerable, or rather infinite Ex- 
ec zſtences that are every where, and on ali 


« ſides, dilperſcd up and nes or are con- : 
© tained in it.” | 


LE 


& And if it be impoſſible to prove there 
« is no firſt Cauſe in Nature, it muſt ei- 


e ther be proved there 7s one, and that 
< all other Bezngs are dependent on. it; 


cc 


and receive all their Laws and Powers 


from him; Or it muſt remain probable 
< only that there is, or that there is not 


« ſuch a one. 


＋ HIS is 3 0 an 1 Reflection 
that has occurrd to my Thoughts, as 1 
have rang d them to and fro in the vaſt 

Abyſs of Capacity, and which I preſume to 
f Jay before you, SIR, in company with 


D 2 the 
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the others. For my part, I think it no 


ſſmall Step towards the Belief and Aſſurance, 
There is a God, to ſhew it to be impoſſible 


for any one to prove, © There is none.” 
As you ſee, Sin, this Thon ght extends no 
further. And indeed, the Almighty Au- 
thor of Nature, has pretty thickly ſhaded 
his own Exiſtence and Nature, under the 
Shadow of his mighty and noble Works : 
Tho virtually, I think, it ſu ne 12 
pears through them. 1 


BUT © gp on this Subjea, I ut vide - 


take occaſion: here to tell you, Six, that 


to me it appears very ſurprizing, on the 
Suppoſition that all that exiſts owes its ori- 


gin to one firſt Cauſe, who never was not, 


That there ſhould be ever Beings conſcious of 
their Exiſtence, and endowed with Thought 
and Reflection, and yet be left ever in a 


Foſſibility of even doubting of the relation 


they lie under to that ff Cauſe ; and that 


| We have not in ſome meaſure as clear and 
diſtinct an Object for our intellectual Fa- 


culties, when we direct our Thoughts to- 
wards him, as when we bow before an L. 


mage, we have for our corporeal Senſes. 


BUT 
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3 5 T to N. Nothing has ever oc 


5 currd to my Mind, ſo. effectually to diſpel 


thoſe Miſts wherewith it has been beſet, 
as the Conſideration, « of my having 


an Exiſtence, in oppoſition to my not 


- being at 1 don't know any Thought 


ever came into my Mind with more diffi- 


culty, or any one I could tell leſs what to 
do with, or to keep in view, than the Re- 
flection, « That I was; and, « That Thought 


« which ariſes from the comparing my Ex- 


iſtence with never nat being, or having ne- 
e Jer been. We are like a Man that runs 


| his Courſe, and never thinks he treads on 
the Ground. It is a much greater wonder, 


that a Man has a Footing on the Ground, 
than, having it, he runs; ſo is it a much 
more ſurprizing Matter, thatwe exiſt at all, 


than that we have Knowledge, Or arc, £a- 


pable'of making different Purſuirs in Life. 
In ſhort, we come to take Life and Being 


1 ztfelf, as ſoon as we have any Knowledge 


of it, as a thing of courſe, juſt in the ſame 
manner as we take Kung on, when curred 
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i F it was xs poſſible (what, Sis, by the way, 


1 am as ſenſible as another cannot be,) for N 
one to have known before one was in being, 
What it was to be, what a Privilege ſhould 


one not think it to come into Exiſtence? 
Let any one now living tefle&t on any paſt 
Period of Time, as. Queen Elizabeth's, or 
Henry the 8th's Reign; and conſider the 


World then, and he himſelf 0 part of it; 


and join to this the Conſideration of the 


World now, and himſelf a Part of it; and let 
him do this, if he can, without being ſurprized 
at the prodigious Alteration as to himſelf, 
which his Exiſtence, and his coming to be 

a Part of Nature occaſions. What a noble 

Creature am I, who, after an eternal paſt 
Duration, and Succeſſion in Nature, which 
I paſt in Sleep, without ſo much as one 
Dream, as I can remember, am come on a 
ſudden to awake, and to find myſelf in the 
midſt of ſo immenſely ſpacious, and ſo no- 
| bly adorn'd and illuminated an Amphithe- 
atre? When will the Novelty, and Curio- 
ſity of the Sight be cxtinguiſhed, or when 
my A be at an end! | 


WHAT 


(SIN 


wa AT an Effet mort it not have of 
3 and dignifying our Sentiments and 


Actions, did each of us conſider ourſelves as 
kiſen into Being in the midſt of an infinite E. 

| panſe, crowded with ſuch a Shew of great | 
and magnificent Worlds, as our Earth is; 


and conſidered each Orb and its Confines, as 
ſtock'd with (what is highly probable) Mil- 
lions of Millions of its proper Inhabitants, 
both of a viſible and inviſible Nature? How 
vaſtly different muſt ſuch a Man's Thoughts 
be, of himſelf, and of all that is ordinarily : 
yalued and eſteemed in Life, from thoſe of 


one who never had conſidered this Earth, 


other than, as it were, the only tranſitory 

Being, and who was without an Idea of any | 
created Greatneſs in Nature, but what was 
of its Growth? How impertinent and tri- 
fling muſt not the Purſuits, which the ge- 
nerality of all ſorts of Mankind take up 
with, to ſuch a one, 8 125 


THUS, Sin, am 1 fully e Styl to 
make 2 Pauſe in Life, and ſettle my 
Thoughts on the three foremention d Heads; 

a add to them a a that naturally . 
ariſe 5 


Tay 


ariſes from the other three Conſiderations 


vis. © What I ought to BE!“ and,” to 


plane out to myſelf that Method of | Life, 


which ſhall be moſt ſuitable. to my diſco- 


vered Nature. | intend to obſerve as I go 
along what Diſputes there have been on 


foot in the World, and of which I am al- 
ready ſenſible there are many, which it ſig- 


nifies nothing for one to be determin d in; 
and which may be as great an abuſe of our 
Underſtanding to attempt to determine, as 


it is to negle& the ſearch after thoſe 
things, which come naturally under its cog- 
nizance. I am reſolved to fix myſelf fo, 
both with reſpe& to my Opinion of myſelf, 
and of all Things, either preſent or future 


without me, That come Death, come Life, 
come Riches, come Poverty, come Plea- 


ſure, come Pain, come Honour, come un- 
merited Reproach, come whatever Altera- 


tion of Circuraſtance of Life that can hap- 
pen to ſuch a Being as myſelf, to be found 
the ſelfſume Perſon throughout the whole 
| ſubſequent Courſe of my Life? Neither oyer- 
fond of the one, nor afraid of the other 


neither elated by this, nor depreſsd with 
that 3 Aer vain with Succeſs, nor con- 
7 — 5 b cern d | 
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bend at Diſappointment; neithe; forgertul 


; of epa in Proſperity, nor peeviſh or fret. 


ful in Adverſity, And this, Sin, when 
one arrives at it, will be Lig; and no- 
thing leſs than this ſeems to me to be L1- 


| vis. For it is not a few airy ill-grounded 
| Notions, with which we think we may do 


Wonders on occaſion, and which may per- 
haps for a ſhott time ten to us a Reverſe 
of Condition, will ſerve the turn, will 
preſerve to a Man a ſteady Soul, and ſecure 
to him himſelf; on all occaſions. Nothing 

will be ſufficient to do this, but fixed Con- 


cluſians and Maxims of Life, drawn from 


an impartial and ſerious Examination of 


: £50 Lies in all its Parts is, Or what the 
true and real Eſtimate of all Things that 


we meet with in it. Indeed I cannot but be 
of opinion, that it muſt be of the greateſt 
Conſequence and Advantage for a Man to 


carry about with him a Touchſtone of the 


real and true value of every thing he has to 
do with whilſt he lives, how it really, and 
how in Imagination only affects him, to 


be of much greater conſequence, than 
the having a Standard by him to judge of 


the Value of che Coin, or of any other 


* 1 5 | E 0 5 : , Com- | 


(26 * 
Commodity of this World. Since any Gin 
_ gle Deception in the former caſe, may prove 
of more Inconvenience and real 15 nn 
ny an hundred any Omer ys 


1 


FOR e sm, if Ind on the Touch; 
That Riches ate my Good, That there is no 
Enjoyment of Life without them, would 1 


reſolve to proſecute. them with a ſuitable 
Ardour to what ſuch a Conſideration as 
that will naturally inſpirc one with; that if 
the general Eſteem of Mankind be a Bleſ- 
ſing, to endeavour to ſecure it to me by 
all means poſſible; if Pain be an Evil, to 
avoid it at any rate; and if every thing be 
good, Which is pleaſant, to ſteer the courſe 
of 38 A ans neee, 


BU T, if on the other 1 I ould on 
Examination find, that my true Happineſs 


is no ways dependent on an Affluence of 
What is call'd this Worlds Goods; but that 


it is through an irregular Judgment, influ- 
enc'd by a wrong Fancy, that it is thought 
ſo; that they afford no adequate Object for 


the Soul of Man to reſt on, and to exer⸗ 


; ale a Complacency long in; and that a 
ich mene 
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't TP. +: 
true Enjoyment \ may bed at a much 
cheaper rate, and in a much more rational 
and ſublime degree nearer home,. To be 
more cool, e indifferent in the Purſuit 
after them. What right uſe there is to 
be made of Een to make it; whatever 
good account they may be turn d to, to 


have regard to it, ſhould they fall in my 


Way;  arisfying myſelf, ſhould they never 
be my Portion, that, that is never required 
of a Man to do, which he wants means 
to W 


8 * — FC) p 


AND ſo⸗ if « * Reflection on Ae E. | 
— and Honour paid one, by thoſe of 
the ſame Species among whom I may be 
converſant, it ſhall appear to be a thing no 
other ways valuable, than as either thro? 
the Rectitude and Probity of my own Mind 
I may deſerve it, or as thoſe Who pay it me 
are truly excellent and worthy ; ſhall I be 
naturally led to moderate my Paſſions for 
the Careſſes and Reſpect of your gaudy un- 
thinking Beings, to regulate and propor- 
tion my Delight in it, to the real Merit 
and Worth of the Perſons that give it me; 
1 not to meaſure this Worth and Ex» 
E 2 cellence 


„ 

. I embroider d Hebire, gan ob. 
ets, by Titles, Precedencys, or any mock - 
Pageantry;z or in ſhort, by am thing e- 

ftabliſved as 4 Diſtinction among Men; 

but by that which is excellent and worthy 
from Nature ; and what, wherever it is 

to be met with, though -cloth'd in Rags, 
gives a Superiority Where wanting, though . 
in the higheſt Condition, I mean, orderly 
Aﬀettions, generous Samet, and 4 
an p g Kegſow,” „„ 7.08366 10 


A ND fo, likewide as to | Pleafure 3 3 
N if” on Examination, I ſhall find that 'every |} 
thing is not my Good, that plęaſes me“ | 
That therefore a due Choice ought: to bu 
made, in order to make a Good F a Plea: 
fare, or to come at any true Enjoyment 
. To be maſter of myſelf to ſuch a purpoſe, 
as that I may never be indulging myſelf in 
that, which not only will give me no Satis- : 1 
faction itſelf, but will rob me of that | 
Indulgence which would give it me, and } 
male me moſt content with my Being. 


f A 


IF. = Ft Riot, Luxury, Sloth, or 
e (900 "ne no laſting or con; 
NY * b 


PEO dee Pr, eee, ae 


e n 
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Ge" Satisfaction; and this do cares? de 
nad from the Indulgence of the benevolent 
and ſocial Affections: in fine, if the men- 
"al Pleaſures, infinitely tranſcend the ſen- 
ſual, to adjuſt my Taſte, nen, _ 
Conduct en 1 


IN ſhort, if find Life wir nas. 


tion, if I find it to conſiſt in the Exerciſe 
of thoſe Powers both of Body and Mind, 

whereof I conſiſt; and that theſe Powers 
are capable of being very differently em. 


ploy'd'; and that the Dignity or Indignity 


ol my Nature will be as I ſhall direct the 
uſe of them to find this right uſe out, 
and to purſue it to form right Judgments 


of Things that will have any relation to 


me, and ſet proper Objects for my Affer- 
' tzons and Paſſions, and indulge them after 


a proper manner. For theſe are the Principles 


and Springs of our Actions. And if I love 


only what is truly lovely, and hate what is truly 


hateful, my Actions will reflect by this means 


ſuch a Luſtre on my Mind, the Conſciouſ- 


| neſs of which will give me that Compla- 
. Which none dn by Kannte at din e 


* #*% 1 wo 
* 


4 


Who dn a-ſettled Judgment have determin'd 
to live a Life ſuitable to or — of 


i thei Nature. 5 


what a pit of _ e RR ſhall not 


one raiſe one's ſelf? after what an advan- 


tageous manner ſhall not one recommend 
one's {elf to our GREAT CAusk and Author 


of our Being, in employing thoſe Powers, 


by which he was pleas d at firſt to make 


one conſcious of our Being, ſo much to the 


"1 Diſcovery and Perfection of what it WAS 2 f 
How adyantageouſly will ſuch a one, by | 
this means, introduce himſelf into a future 


State of Being, who can give ſo good an 
Account of what he was in his prior State 
of Exiſtence? and how pitiful and mean 


muſt that Being be thought, in ſuch future 
State, ho ſhould be landed there perfectly 


unacquainted with what he had been? And 


_ who, inſtead of informing himſelf of the 

Grandeur there is in Nature, and of his own 
Relation to it by virtue of being a Part of i =. 

had employ d the whole Courſe of a Period 


of Being, in-amuſing himſelf with a Com- 


 placeneyjnthe-trifling Littleneſſes of Mat- 


ters of human Inſtitution ? ? | 
| LET 


or SORTER 


Mews) 


- LET me ini your Leave, 8 In, bene | 
N - while my Thoughts are warm, (and I hope 
Fours are not, on your reading what I have 
| *writ, altogether cool, permit me, I ſay,) to 
lay before you here a Suppoſul of a pretty 
1 extraordinary nature, that offers itſelf to my 
Mlind on this occaſion; and which, how- 
| _ ever, I hope will not, at the bottom, appear 
more T than rational to owe 


LET us /% ;ppoſe 3 was That it - ſhoul& 5 
88 pleaſe (HIM who only has, but who 
e actually has the power to do ſuch a thing) 
te the Sovereign and Sole Arbiter of our 
« Lives and Fortunes, to draw out indiſ- 
e criminately a Colony from the Bulk of 
« Mankind, and tranſlate them into ſome 
c other Orb in our Neighbourhood, where 
<« there was room for ſuch anew Sett of In- = | 
« habitants. It can't be at all unreaſonable # 
to ſuppoſe, << That the original Dwellers 
in ſuch Region would be curiousof know- 
« ing whence theſe Foreigners came, and 
ce what they Had formerly been 8 But from q 
a the general Inconſiderateneſs and Inatten. 5 | 
« <: tivcneſs of Mankind to their real Nature, | 
95 how 


d 


-t +a} 
* how few among this adventitions Multi 
e rule can be rationally preſumed to be able 
< to give them any Satisfaction in ſuch an 
* Enquiry? The Firſt Troop which they 
e ſhallaccoft, I will ſuppoſe, for the honour 
« of my Countr: tO be Engliſhmen; One of 
<< which, I Hear, asxed, From whence he 
came? Or what he was?” His anſwer 
is, That he comes from his Place of 
% Abode, from Family-Hall, in ſuch a 
County; perhaps, indeed, he may know 
« of what Kingdom, and adds that too.” 
And not that he comes from having 
« had a Being in ſuch a WorLD, which tho 
et he had liv d a Revolution of 30 or 60 Years 
« in, perhaps, he had never heard of. And 
< as to the ſecond Demand, What he was? 
He very readily thinks moſt notably to ſatis- 
« fy his Curioſity, by telling ſuch Enquirer, 
« As to what he was ?*— That © He was a 
4 *SQUIRE.” Another, perhaps, anſwering 
<« rightly to the Firſt Queſtion, That he 
comes from an Orb, That was in his 
10 1 called Earth.” But, As to 
M bat he was „ That he was a 
« pay en ?” That he dealt in Qui 
« EY ans, Seigins, Common Recoveries, Fines, 
41 | ce * In- 


. (335). 3 
«- Informations, Inditiments, Ejeftments; 
<« and (if it would not foo particulariy denote 
* my Lawyer to be ond of the preſent Ge- 
wy neration, I might add) Ir Mamdamugs ard 
in Informations, in the nature of a Quo 
| © Warranto--Butſhould the curious Inquirer 
| < (ho Iwill ſuppoſe, for once, to underſtand 
what is ſaid to him in ſuch Language) pro- 
! © ceed to ask, What real or perſonal Rights 
« Were with them? Whenee they aroſe? 
« What was the inward Conſtitution of 
te that Being, whoſe Safety was ſecured 
only by a Community, and guarded by 
% Laws, c Theſe are Things, which 
fox the Credit of our Zauper, we will 
® ſuppoſe the Enquirer forgertirig himſelf, 
« asked for in his own Language, which our 
Launer, without prejudice to his Charac- 
ter, may be ſuppoſed not to underſtand, 
« andſoto make no anſivertothem. AThird, 
« to the Queſtion, What he was, or had 
geen? Anſwers, ſome what ſneakingly, 
« A Parſon.” A Fourth, to the [ame Que: 
n That he Was 
a Lon” This I believe to be no miſrepre- 
« ſentation of what would be the fort of 
* _ o theſe Queſtions, on 20 an 
F e 


4 


LF 


. bee py the generality of the Eng- 


« liſhmen which went to the Compoſition 


= of the number of this new Plantation. 
| & And I ſee no reaſon, though I am not 


.< ſo proper a Judge of it, why any Thing 
46 better may be expected from the reſt of 
« the Inhabitants of the World. Few, 


cc very few, I am afraid, would be found, 


cc in the whole Maſs of Mankind, into 
ce whoſe Heads it would enter, „That 
they had been ſuch a Being as Man, and 
cc who on being ask d, Who or what they 


* 


ce had been? could ſatisfy the curious En- 
40 quirer after ſuch a manner, as on the me 


ce Occaſion would become a Being by na- 


(e ture conſcious of his Eriſtence, whateh 
« ver it Was. 


— 


HAVING here, 81x, made a reflex | 


View of what I have hitherto writ, and 
obſerving the freedom with which I have 


laid my Sentiments before you, I begin to 


be in ſome pain, as to your Opinion of 
my Orthodoxy and Soundneſs in the Faith. 
I am not, however, apprehenſive any Thing 
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| Has fallen front my Pen, any ways 3 5 
tory of the Excellency of the GREAT 
Gon, or, as he appears much more in- 

| telligible to me when I think of him, of 


the FIRST and only ORIGINAL BEING | 


or inconſiſtent with the ſincereſt, moſt en- 


tire, and moſt aſſured Dependance on him, 
or Regard to his Mill, in whatever manner, 
made known. to us. Indeed, it is aſtoniſh- 


ing to me, when I think on it, That there 
| Mould have been ſuch an Ado made in all 


Ages about Religion. What Deformity and 
Confuſion has there not been introduc'd into 
the World under the Pretence of it? Un- 
der the Pretence and Colour of the moſt _ 


* ſimple, and, one would think, the moſt 


intelligible Thing in Nature? What is Re- : 
bgion, or wherein does or can it conſiſt, but 


in having a due Reverence for the Cauſe of 


our Exiſtence, and, in obedience to his. 
Pleaſure, in converting thaſe Powers of 


Action with which we find ourſelves en- 

dowed, towards the Happineſs of ourſelves, 
and of Thoſe, to whom the Exerciſe of them 
ſhall at any time relate? Is it poſſible, 


That any one can reflect on his own EX- 


| lee and ſind that he actually has a Re- 


” 36 * 
ing; and that without any concurrence 6f 
his own, but muſt neceſſarily have raiſed in 
him noble Sentiments of the Author of it? 
And theſe proportionably increaſed, as he 
jncreaſes his Knowledge of his own, and 
of other parts of Exiſtence, that owe, in 
common with all things elfe, their Beings 

to the ſame great Principle? And as 10 
the other part, there is, or ſurely there 
eught to be, to a generous Mind, ſo much 

 baſeneſs in building his own Enjoyment 
on another lite Creature's immediate, or 

conſequential Miſery, that it is wonder- 
ful to me, how there ſhould have ever been 
any occaſion for the denouncing any po- 


ſitive Threats or Puniſhmeuts to a Crea- 


ture capable of Reflection, for doing it. 
What Conſideration ought to carry ſo great 
ſevority in it with ſuch a one, as the in. 
trinſict Meanneſt, which the doing ſo, muſt 
imply in the Doer ?How natural would not 


that Thought be to us all, if we would 
| | makethe leaſt uſe of our refettive Powers, 
That that Action muſt certainly be moſt 


« conſiſtent with Our Happineſs, which is 
4 moſt ſuitable to the il of the 


« * of our mne and the contra 
« 
* 


| # 70 „ 
& ry.” Did Men allow themſelves W 
flect on their own nature, or on the hap- 
py or miſerable Influence, Conformity or 


Nonconformity to the Laus peculiar 8 


the Frame of any Creature, muſt neceſſa- 
rily, ſooner or later, be attended with to N 
fuch Creature, They would all acknowledge 
the beauty and juſtneſs of this Sentiment, 
and readily ſubſcribe to it: That in what- 
« ever point of Space, or period of Dura- 
te tion, a Creature, conſcious of his Ex- 
cc iſtence, ſhould find himſelf in Being, 
be he had only to inform himſelf of his 
« MAkER's Rule of Action for him, to be 
% happy, And whatever appear to ſtand 
„ in the Way of the Truth of it, when 
( practis d, muſt be Mun only, and not 
25 n 


BOI here is the W cc Who ; 
* thinks or who conſiders?” Thoſe that 
een think have immediately ſomething, 
in every Country in the World, reach d out 
to them, as, What they ought to think“ 
And 'Zhoſe (which are by much the greater 
number) who have no IJnclination to think 
44 all, are ready to confirm chemſelves in 


(4), * 

their wilful Stupidity ander colour of it! | 
Theſe /atter cannot be treated with top 
great a Contempt, nor the former with too 
much Indulgence. And every thing ought 
to be remoyed that prevents them from do- 
8 ing honour to their Maker, and to them- 
lves, by enquiring into the Nature he 
as given them. Now what lies more in 
the way of this, than the reſpective Syſtems 
of Orthodoxy, which almoſt every Coun- 
try has peculiar to it ſelf? Were Men left 
to themſelves, it is impoſſible almoſt to 
conceive that ſo great numbers would bear 
living a Courſe of Life over, without ma- 
king Tome ſerious Enquiry, who they were, 
or what, it was? Did we come into Life 
pt h our Faculties in Perfection, Iam apt 
to think we ſhould, before immerſing our 
ſelves in Buſineſs or Pleaſure, /ook à little 
about us, and be ready to ask our ſelves, 
What it was we ſaw, and what we were 
« our ſelves, to whom the Objects that 
15 ſurrounded us preſented themſelves? 
Now I cannot ſee that the gradual Man- 
ner, in which we come to attain to the 
Perfection of our Reaſon, ſhould be any 
hindrance. to oui ing, our ſel ves the ſame 


1 


60 39 0 

N Queſtions; when we do attain unto it: 

Oucght Novelty to ftrike us more than 
 Maginificence? Surely there muſt be ſome 
external Impediments, that hinder our gra- 
tifying our Curioſity ; and what more like- 
ly, to be of the number of theſe, than the 
Veneration with which we are bred up in; 
for the faſhionable Syſtem of Notions of 
the Country, to which we belong? But 
| what Syſtem of Orthodoxy is there in the 
World, that ought not to be a Shame to 
the Eſpouſers of it, if it has not ſtood the 
| Teſt of an Examination? Can it be rea- 
ſonably expected, That the Examination of 
a former Age, can be an Examination for 
the Preſent; Or that of the preſent, for 
any future Generation, nay of any one Indi- 
vidual for another? What can 'be for the 

honour of Gop or Man, to be profeſs d, 
but on being found, on Enquiry, to be true, 

by thoſe who profeſs it? And what ought 
ever to be preſum d true, where that En- 
quiry is not freely allow'd? And how can 


that freedom be ſaid to be allow'd any 


where, where a Man ſhall ſuffer in the leaſt : 
degree of Eſteem, whoſe private Conclu- 
8 however falſe in e ſhall 


„ 


8 t 7 
| hs to be different from 1 5 the 
faſhion ? The Magiſtrate, in every Civil 
Society, ought to keep 2 good Look-out 


on the Ontward-Man; and the Look-mn 
| to the inward-Man, be only left to Him 
_ who only knows him. No Government 
can (at leaſt none ever did) ſubſiſt with- 
out the publick Acknowledgment of aGopz 
no publick Acknowledgment can be made 
but under ſome Form or other ; therefore 
Of Neceſfity there muſt be a Hate-Religi- 
en, or rather a State-form of Religion; 
which the State of every Country ouglit to 
make ſuitable Proviſion for the Support of. 
And the Conſcience of every Man, more 
obliges him, for Orders ſake, to acquieſce 
under it, where no manifeſt Abſurdity, ins 85 


jurious to Gon, ſtands in his way to Hinder 


him from doing it; than it engages him, 
by reaſon of any light deviation from what 
hase in his private Opinion may think more 
At, not to comply with it. This being 

ſettled, all Latitude ought to be given for 


eaſoning on all Subjects indiſcriminately. 


If Truth cannot maintain its Ground by 
Argument, God forbid it ſhouid have re- 
| ane to. + —_ for its | Emer And. 
„„ wen 


. „ 
a this Latitude of the Uſe of: Thoughe 2 
ſhall be indulg d, People will be no longer 
| ſheltering themſclyes under Authority, for 
the maintenance .of Truth, but Will be 
forc'd d to, lay. by their Idlcnels and Igno- £7 
rance, and appear, and come. out, and figlit 
themſelves. The Conſequence of Which, 
Will certainly be a much greater Unitus 


od 3 5 6b 


9 „ at all, than ever 7 a Was, 
while . the greateſt Reſtrictions, both of 
writing or ſpeaking, were in force. There 

zs too great a Conformity between the 
natural Underſtandings of Mankind, not 
generally to agree on fair Debate on Fun- 
| damentals, | and there would be too much 
Greatneſs of Mind, when this is once done, 
to fall out afterwards about Trifles. Tis 
a fear for Intereſt that begets in any mind 
a horror for Argument. And there ariſcs 
a natural Diſdain in a free Mind, to be 
fore d other wiſe than by Argument to aſſent 
to any Truth that is propoſed to him. 
Mere not this the Caſe on both ſides, there 
Would be no more heat in a religious Con- 
. xroyerly, than in the Solution of a 'Geome- 
trical Problem. | Nor any apprchenſion 
1 at 


1 
% 47 er 


4d Ng ; 
at all of the Conſequence i in any Diſpute ot 
what Truth would turn out. Truth be- 
ing the Thing we ſhould all deſire to be 
made appear, and readily and unanimouſly 5 
in all matters equally alike embrace, did 
not Paſſion, Pride, and Intereſt prevent the 
aer of ogr Jogi per, 45 AR 


2 HI 


THIS being, Sin, a main Reaſon that 
| the Thinking part of Mankind, bring fot 
their not thinking at all: I thought it not 
. amiſs to remove the Objection, as well à ag 
I could, that ariſes from it, as I went along. 
But though undoubtedly there is weight in 
it; this Objection is no ſufficient Excuſe 
for the prevailing ignorance and inatentiye:- 
neſs in the minds of Men, concerning that 


3 which is ſo near them as their own Na- 


tures. An Enquiry of this ſort, might be 
| carr) jed much further than it is, without any 
. bo judice to or from Orthodoxy at all. But 
ow eaſily are Men ſatisfy d in ſo momentous 

a Concern ! According to the Obſervation 
I have made of Mankind, the generality 
of Men may be ranged into three Claſſes. 
One of which is made up of thoſe who 
make no manner of uſe of their Under- 
| Toys 


( 43 ) 
ſtandings but through the mearis of an 
affluence they haye ready at their hands, 
follow and indulge themſelves in whitever 
they fancy, without making the leaſt re- _ 
flection what does, or what does not, become 
them to do; as if the direction of Reaſon 
belong d no more to them, than to Creatures 
who never were diſtinguiſh'd with it. Ano- 
ther Claſs conſiſts of thoſe who indeed 
make a right uſe of their Underſtanding, 
either by Contemplation or Action, and 

would thereby anſwer ſome End in Life; 
but this meerly for Ends of their own, for 
Honour or for Profit, and not in Conſe- 
quence of any reflection on their own Na-. 
' tures, or any ſenſe of Obligation to their 
reſpective Applications for the happineſs of 
human Nature, from the particular Frame 
and Conſtitution of it. The Third and 
laſt Claſs, is of thoſe (if there be enouglil 
left of mankind after the other two ſorts 
are ſet apart to make up one) of both theſe = 
laſt ſorts, who from right and worthy Views, 
taken from the Obſe crvation of their own 


- Natures, - and in obedience to the diſcover- 


ed Pleaſure of the Author of them, en- 

gaged themſelves, as theit Genius led them, - 

; cither in Contemplation or Action. 
: 0 2 8 
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8 UT, 28 26 at the Game, time, Sm, 
"IS * propoſed to lay before you, a Plan 


only, I ſeem to pretend to preſent you 
with a more finiſh'd Piece. But this is 
what I neither have deſign to do, nor think 
muy ſelf yet fitly qualify d to undertake. The 
preſenting you with That, may poſſibly be 
ſome future Trial of your Patience. I can 


only acquaint you now (to whom, next to 


my own Mind, would I approve my Actions) 


That I am reſolved to make a full Stop 
in my Carreer of Life, and to bring to ſome 
Perfection the Examination I have already 
begun of what it is, before I live it over. 


To inform my ſelf what it is to be, and 
- what Lought to do, as a Man, before I fer 


about the informing my ſelf what 1 ought 
to Enoce, or do, as an ENGLISHMAN.. And 
there are 7wo Things Lam reſolv'd to ſatis- 
fy my ſelf in more particularly, not meer. 


ly i in a ſpeculatiye manner, but ſo to rivet, 


what I ſhall know of them, in my Mind, as 


that it ſhall be lively expreſs 4 throughout 


my future Conduct. One is, what I 
can diſcover of my future Exiſtence, af- 


” this Life is at an End; The other, 
What | 


* 
** 1 
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this Life is, and wherein it conſiſts. And, 


if I may judge of the Advantage of this 


Enquiry, when perfected, by the little Pro- 
greſs 1 have already made in it, Whatever 
pains it will coſt me, I ſhall never repent 


- the Undertaking. For very great is the Se- 


renity and Tranquility with which I have 


already filld my Mind: Such a happy En. 


trance on any purſuit is enough to draw 


one on in it a good length, before onc 
| would think of a Retreat. 


UT 8 will perhaps, PIE «That by 
< the Purſuit of this your Enquiry, you 
« will at length loſe ſight of that Pro- 


„ fefſion in which you are engaged, and 5 


% what then? Or at leaſt have a very con- 


1 ſtant Mind, ſuch as I have no reaſon to 


imagine in your fayour.” —— But to this 


I beg leave to anſwer, © That I am irre- 
<« fragably convinc'd, That this is the one 
© Thing needfull,” That every Employment, 
Honour, Diſtinction or Advantage, . that 
is ro be met with in the different Courſes 
of Living, is ſubordinate to it. I am n fatis- 
fied 3 but this will ſecure to me an 
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| 26 Mind, withour which, - Life „in any 


Condition, is a very heavy Burthen. And : 
I am no lefs aſſured, That he that has not 


done it; muſt have his preſent Enjoyment 
owing only to his Stupidity, or a conſtant 


Diſtraction of Buſineſs or Pleaſure. Theſe, 
in the end, he muſt either leave or they 


will leave him, and then what has he to 


ſupport him? That rational Being who 
does not employ his Faculties towards the 
making himſelf happy, (and there is but one 
way of doing it) is unworthy of the Ex- 
cellency of Nature whereof he partakes. 


A the ſame time, however, Sin, that 


FR fay this, I am not inſenſible that ſeveral 
Reflections, which you will find ſcatter d 


up and down, in this Paper, are, when 


ſeriouſiy eſpouſed, enough to put one out 


of the ordinary way of thinking, and to 


give one an unhappy turn for Buſineſs and | 


the World. But tho it may be on very 


different Views and Motives that I ſhall re- 


enter on the Stage of the World, yet re- 
enter I ſhall. And after having conſulted 


my own Happineſs, endeavour to conſult 


that of others. Which rightly underſtood, 


— 


is) 


is the proper End of all Employments; 3 


and ought, from the King to the Cobler, to 
poſſeſs the Mind of every one of every 


degree. Wherefore, altho' I am affurd I 


could tive very happily and contentedly 
in any obſcure Corner of the Earth, re- 
tird from all 'the World, yet as 1 find 
myf Nature active, and of all Employ- 


ments Ilike, in many reſpects, that of 


the Law the beſt, 1 ſhall reſume the Study | 


- of it; but to be impatient after Honours 


ot Riches, I foreſee I never ſhall. Alas! 
what is there in theſe that is any ways adc- 
quate to by Deſires of a truly human Soul? 
A moderate Competency i is all I deſire or 
hope for, Which! don't in the leaſt doubt 


of procuring,” in whatever Skate L was to 


be 10 


- b vie 143 


BUT 1 catit chiok neben urn Pat 
inthe Study of the Law, in my Years of 
Life, will be any Prejudice to any future 


5 Sdecrt therein. There is little done un- 


der zo, even where there is Ability, and I 


| hope in 8 Vears time, when I ſhall arrive 


at that Age; to have'finiſh'd my Enquiry, 


eg to have a little * into the Lat] 
too. 
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4 
too. „Ihope, sm, notwithſtanding, with the 
continuance. of your Fayour and Encou- 
ragement, to arrive at the Nom of Life 
and Buſineſs, 28 ſoon as thoſe who ſet out 
earlier in the Day. For as in the Morn: 


* 


R 


ly, I hope lo continue. the Alluſion) my 
_ Steed will be ſo well ſeaſon d, when 1 
mount him, that 1 ſhall be able. to ſet out 
with a quicker Pace. And truly conſider- 
ing the little that is done i in the Morn of 
Life, eſpecially in the Profeſſion of the 
Law, I have often wonder d that Gentle- 
men are ſo zealous and haſty to be. en- 
gaged in it. When they have generally 
little elſe before them, but a very reaſo: 
nable Proſpect of throwing or idling away 
$ or 10 Years of the very beſt of, their 
Lives: Vears that might have been apply d 
to much better purpoſe than in ſauntexing 
up and down to Weſtminſter, Theſe Years 

if I may dictate, but it is with ſubyrifian) 
ought to have been ſpent in cloſe Study 


and the former Years which they applygd 


to the Study of the Profeſſion, haye been 
taken up in the purſuiti of what Would 
have fer off and grac d the future Know- 
— = tY 


8} . 

Tedge i in the Profeſſion. And when Bu- 
neſs falls not in the way of one ſo in- 
ſtructed, it is a certain ſign, that the Buſi- 
neſs was not made for him, or he not for - 


the Buſineſs. 


1 am now, S 1 R, come to > Town for 1 
the ſake of keeping my Term, and re- 
freſhing my: Mind after ſo long a Re. 
tirement. When this is done, I ſhall re- 
turn to it again, in order to purſue, and 

bring to a head, my Thoughts on »»/elf;, 

my Origin, and the Judgment I deſign to 
ſtand by, during Life, of Mankind, and 


of human Affairs; which 1 ſhall purſue 
with as much Diligence and Application, 


as the Hopes and Deſires of not indeſer- 


Ving, at leaſt, the continuance of your Fa- 


' vour, if not (through your Partiality to me) 
deſerving it. And with as much Zeal and 
Aſſiduity, as the Conſideration of the Im- 
portance of the Enquiry in general, and 
of the particular Importance of it to my- 
ſelf, by my reaping the advantage of ſet- 
ting out with ſuch mature and ſettled 
Determinations. concerning myſelf, and all 
that ſhall relate to me, in my Dawn of 


0 


IE; | t4 56 5 
Life, will undoubtedly be of to fas: And 


next to tlie Satisfaction that a ſettled De- 


termination, and a naturally conſequent 
Reſolution thereon will give mme, I ſhall 
ever eſteem the Continuance and Th- 


creaſe of your favourable Regards, Sir, 


the greateſt of any Pleaſure that can befall 


me from without. Next to that Plea- 5 


| ſure which that Perſon has transfus'd. over 


| his Mind, cc Who has conſidered, ind found ED 


E himſelf ſomething in Being, without his 


=} cc Will or Intention, endowed with Power 
| ho of exerciſing very Various Actions; and 
40 has, on Reflection, diſcovered to what 


Actions thoſe Powers ought to be de- 
e termin d. And who knows the Conti- 


&« nuance of his Being, not to be in his 
de own Power; but to be dependent on a 


* Cauſe, which can as arbitrarily either 
4 wholly deprive him of it, or as arbi- 
ce trarily change it, as He at firſt granted 


te it to him.“ And of the conſequential 
| Pleaſure of which Conſideration, I don't 


| doubr, SIR, but you are very ſenſible,” 


'B UT how happy 0 hall I be, if from 


| being not 1 þ your Favout, 1 


yz 


9 
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 Prall ever become worthy of your ent 


ip! I confeſs it is bold what I am gc- N 
ing to add, That I never reflect on the 


:ntire Friendſhip there was between C“ 
CERO and BRUTUs, without wiſhing, that 
What Buxus was to CICERO, I might 


come to be to you. 1am ſenſible this 
lays me open to a heavy Cenſure of Vanity, 
if not of III Manners; but I hope it will 
on both accounts be ſoftned, by what I 


beg leave to ſubjoin. If I compare my 


{elf to BrxuTus, either as to natural En- 
 dawments, or as to Fortune, it would ar- 
gue my Ignorance, both of his Hiſtory, 


and of myſelf. But as there was as great 
a Diſparity between the. Age of Cicero 
and 445, as there is between yours, SIR, and 
mine, and ſome difference, tho, perhaps 
not ſo great, between them in Dignity 3 
and as 1 am ſatisfied, that all the World 
knows in whom publick Spirit, general 
Benevolence, and Love for Mankind, Hu- 


manity, and all other thoſe ſocial Graces, 


which were ſo ſhining in Cickko's Cha- 


racter, 4ppear with no leſs Luſtre in gur 
Time, than they did in him, in his; ſo I 


. Wet of myſelf, chat theres is nothing 
= H 2 . 
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60 dear to me, as the rendring myſelf as 
noble a Being as I can: And as to the 
ſuperior Excellence of Underſtanding, 1 
know, that he that has a leſſer Founda- 
tion to build on, may raiſe as regular a 


Structure, tho' not fo magnificent a one, 


and thereby lay a Claim, in proportion, to 


as much Merit, as he who has a larger | 
Ground, and nobler Materials to work on. 


I a paſſionate Deſire of contributing 
all I can, to the Happineſs and Welfare of 
thoſe Perſons, more or few, to which my 
Actions may have relation, be ſufficient to 
make a Man beloved—I muſt be ſo. And 
if an equally paſſionate Deſire to make 
one's ſelf as worthy a Being as one can, 
will entitle any one to the Character of 
wiſe and knowing, I have a right to it. 
But as I am ſenſible this in neither Caſe 
is ſufficient, but Endeayours muſt be uſed, 
as in the firſt, contemplating your Ex- 
ample will make thoſe ſocial Virtues be, at 
length, conſpicuous in my Behaviour, and 
become a part of my Character; I ſhall 
be glad to have your Direction, in order, 
om wa Four hand, to improve my Un- 


SL 


£ ©* 53 OY oe 
Herftaridihg, and enlarge my V Mind: or ik 1 


not your poſitive Direction, yet I beg the . 


Continuance of your kind Regards. The 
Favour and Eſteem of a Man of Vertue 
and Worth, deſerving that to be ſaid of it, 
with much more reaſon, in my opinion, 
that a great Author ſays of Love, « That 
_ « jt gives a new Grace to our Manner, a 
new Dignity of Life, and a new Viſage 
e to our Perſons.” I had ever a Spark of 
Emulation in me, and a, great Thirſt after | 
Knowledge. But I know not what it is 
become now. What was ſcarce ſenſible | 
before, is now broke out into a mighty 


Flame, ſince I have been any ways regard- 


ed by you, Six; and I ſhall never think 
1 can do too much to approve myſelf to 
| you, or to retain your Faru, 


SIX, I ſhall end this long (and if you 
think ſo, you may add, for I would not 

anticipate your Judgment, tedious) Epiſtle, 
with the citing ſome few Paſſages I have 
met with in my reading, that greatly con- 
curr'd to give me the Caſt of Mind that 
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having donc 1. = 


AND the fir 1 a fhoxt Ciration 
dodut of an anonymous Author of a little 
Book, I accidentally met Mite in theſe 


RE 


«TO come but once into the World, 
ee and trifle away our true Enjoyment - of 
ce it, and of ourſelves in it, is Jamentable 

indeed. This ove Reflectian would yield : 
£ 2 thinking Perſon great Inſtruction. 


5 MV next ſhall be a re of he 
: famous CaRDAN, VIS. 85 


4e AU D + He quam ſtirs quid 
* ſimus, quid fucrimus, quid erimus, atque 
cum his etiam Divina illa atque ſu- 


« prema poſt obitum, . ft ar 155 
8 tudines * 


THE excellent Menfiwr 8 af 


forded me another Incenti ve, in the fol- 
15 Wands 4 


Co L HOMME 


9 2 535 Tl 
"Lot 


e cn 7 M. # 97 e fa pour : 
#penſer ; Ceft toute ſa dignits, & tout 
e fen merite. Tout Jon devoir oft de pen- 
ie 5 comme il falt; G Zordre de la 
7X penſee eft de commencer Par Sor, par ſon 
a AUTHEUR,, & S Fin. Cepeudant 4 
« quoy penſe-t- en dans le monde ? „ 
- ks mais a cela; mais 4 fe drvertir, à de- 
* Venir riche, à acquerir de la reputation, 
. ſe faire Roy, ſans penſer @ ce que 
On. * cet que CES Roy, & SN homme.” 


by crave your n Ste, for Tubjoin- 
5 ing to theſe 7hree Authorities, a fourth, 


tat is above twice as long as they all. 


And, I hope, I ſhall readily have it; when 
in excuſe for it, 1 acquaint you, that in 
my humble Opinion, it is the fneſt Poſe 

Ne of the fineſt, A ut hor that ever writ. 
It is of that great good Man TULLY, and 


taken dut of the fifth Book of his is Ta | 
rulan e . : 
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e quo triplex ille antini ' foetus exiſtet ; 
unus in cognitione rerum Poſitus & in 
explicatione naturae ; alter in de eſcrip- 
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i 56 3 
« quae nos magis ad cognitionem intelle* 
gentiamque convertant. Sumatur enim 
nobis quidam praęſtaus vir optumis ar- 
tibus, iſque animo Parumper & cogita- 
tione fnngatur. Primum ingenio eximio 


fit, neceſſe eſt ; tardis enim mentibus 
virtus non facile comitatur : deinde 44 


mnveſtigandam veritatem Audio incitato: 


tone expetendarum fug ienda arumque re- 
rum arteve, vivendi ; tertius in judican- 5 


do quid cuique rei ſit conſequens, quid 


repugnans : in quo ineſt omnis cum ſub- 
TE aiſſerendi, tum veritas judican- 

Qvo tandem igitur Gaupio ad ſici 
Tis eſt ſapientis animum, cum his ; 


habitantem- pernoctantemque curis cum 


totius mundi motus converſioneſque per- 


« ſpexerit, ſideraque viderit innumerabilia 


(c 


Se © 


cc 


c 


caelo inhaerentia cum ej us ipſius motu 
congruere certis infixa ſedibus 3. ſeptem 
alia ſuos quaeque tenere curſus, multum 
inter ſe aut altitudine aut humilitate 


« 4 tantia, quorum vagi motus rata ta- 


uu" 


© men 56 certa K cms ſpatia e 
orum 


Lo” — 0 57) 
Hum nimirum aſpettus inpulit illes 
ec veteres & admonutt, ut plura quaere- 
«© rent. Inde eſt indagatio nata initiorum 
* & tamquam ſeminum, UNDE eſſent om- 
_< ma orta, generata, concreta;  quaeque c. 
e juſque generis vel inanimi vel animan- 
tis, vel muti vel loquentis Ox loo: quae 
ee Vita, quis interitus, quaeque ex alio in 
* aliud viciſſitudo atque mutatio ; unde 
© terra ae quis librata ponderibus : quibus 
e cavernts maria ſuſtineantur : qua omnia 
% delata gravitate medium mundi locum 
* ſemper expetant 3 qui eſt idem infimus | 
. in „ Haec e anims, & 
e Hoctes G dies cogitanti, exiſtit illa à dea 
e Delpbis praecepta cognitio, ut ipla ſe. 
„ mens agnoſcat, conj unctaumque cum di- 
8 viua mente ſe ſentiat ex quo inſatia- 
7M bili gaudio conpletur: ipſa enim cogi- 
ratio de vi natura deorum, ſtudium 
incendit illius aeternitatis imitandae ; 
© negque ſe in brevitate vitae conlocatum 
putat, cum rerum canſas alias ex aliis 
« aptas & neceſſitate nexas videt: u- : 
bus ab aeterno tempore fluentibus in 
aecternum ratio tamen menſque modera- 
tur. H acc ile intuens atque ſuſpiciens, 
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Praiſes of which, the ſume great Man 


plied, rather than to the Sabjeb « 


(58) 


46 vel potius omnis partis oraſque circum- 
c ſpiciens, QUANTA rurſus animi tranquil- 
ec litate humana & citeriora conſiderat? 
e hinc illa cognitio virtutis exiſtit : o- 
e reſcunt genera parteſque virtutum : in- 
e wenitur, quid fit quod natura ſpectet 
ec extremum in bonis, quid in malis ul- 
e timum : quo referenda fit officia : 
'& QUAE- DEGENDAE AETATIS RATIO r- 
% LIGENDA.” N 


1TH! I is that e Wit 1 the 


opens his firſt Book of the Nature of Ihe 
Gops; and which has the Tendency, . ad 
te aguitionem animj & ad moderandam res 


« ligionem.” Two no conſiderable Ad- 


9 18 


vantages. n Df 
8 119d 

A N D to What anakt NY ExpacF 
ſion of the ſame immortal Man be * 


Addreſs; where he ſays, Ni tam le- 


ie merarium tamque indignum f. upientis : 
& gravitate atque conſtantia, quam aut 
1 f Kala ſentire, aut, ee non _ e- 
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4 phorat? "perceptuns f ſit & cognitun, fone ; £72 


= all dubitatione be re e 


| 1T is this Pin al ir alone; 
that will place a Man in that _ deferable 


Situation, which LUcxETIUs gives ſuch 


Life to, in the TY Lies Te "4 


2 owns” 


_ 


by Deſdicere ande ”—_ 2 pal m__ | 


cc videre 


e wife, | 
&« Gertare ingento, — nobilitate 


« Noctes atque dies niti præſtante labore, 
% Ad ſummos b hs Tes "OM | 


potiri. 
8 O MISERAS HOMINUM MENTES ! * 


N [EV E R ſurely Was Exclamatioir r more 


dan rais d. 


1 N. fine, it is this 38 that will | 


alone help a Man in the Concluſion of his 
Life, to confirm, by his own Experience, 


the Truth of. that Trivial, but in the Senſe 
it Carries in it, very Weighty Proverb, 
1 1 VV * That 
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« Errare, atque viam Fan querere 5 
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